
1 Samuel 8:11
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall

reign over you: He will take your sons, and appoint them for

himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some

shall run before his chariots. 

Analysis

And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you:

He will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and

to be his horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots.

The Hebrew word "mishpat" (manner/justice) carries deep irony here. Normally it

refers to righteous judgment or legal rights, but Samuel uses it to describe the

king's  oppressive  practices.  What  Israel  sought  as  protection  will  become

exploitation. The thrice-repeated verb "laqach" (to take) throughout this passage

hammers home the extractive nature of monarchy. Sons will  be conscripted for

military  service—chariots  and  cavalry  representing  the  cutting-edge  military

technology of ancient Near Eastern warfare. Those running before chariots served

as heralds and guards,  a  prestigious but  demanding role.  This  prophecy found

literal fulfillment when Solomon amassed 1,400 chariots and 12,000 horsemen (1

Kings  10:26).  The  warning  highlights  how  human  institutions,  even  when

permitted  by  God,  tend  toward  the  concentration  of  power  and  the

instrumentalization of people for state purposes.
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Historical Context

Chariots  represented  sophisticated  military  technology  requiring  significant

infrastructure.  Egyptian  and  Canaanite  armies  employed  chariot  divisions

extensively. Israel had largely fought as infantry; adopting chariotry would require

horses  (forbidden  in  Deuteronomy  17:16),  trained  personnel,  manufacturing

capabilities, and roads—all demanding centralized state resources.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

In what ways do you see institutions today "taking" from people while

promising protection or benefit?

How does recognizing Christ as the true King who gives rather than takes

reshape your understanding of authority?

Interlinear Text

אמֶר ֹּ ויַ
And he said

H559

ה ֶ ז
H2088

יִֽהְיהֶ
H1961

ט מִשְׁפַּ
This will be the manner

H4941

ְ לךֶ הַמֶּ
of the king

H4428

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

ְ ך יִמְלֹ
that shall reign

H4427

ם עֲליֵכֶ
H5921

אֶת
H853

ם בנְּיֵכֶ
your sons

H1121

ח יִקָּ
over you He will take

H3947

ם ושְָׂ
and appoint

H7760

לוֹ
H0

מֶרכְבַּתְּוֹֽ׃
his chariots

H4818

יו ובּפְרָֽשָָׁ
and to be his horsemen

H6571

ּ ו ורְצָ
and some shall run

H7323

י ֵ לפִנְ
before
H6440

מֶרכְבַּתְּוֹֽ׃
his chariots

H4818

1. 

2. 
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Additional Cross-References

1 Samuel  10:25 (Kingdom):  Then  Samuel  told  the  people  the  manner  of  the

kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the LORD. And Samuel sent

all the people away, every man to his house.

1 Samuel 14:52 (Parallel theme): And there was sore war against the Philistines

all the days of Saul: and when Saul saw any strong man, or any valiant man, he

took him unto him.

2 Samuel 15:1 (Parallel  theme):  And it  came to pass after this,  that  Absalom

prepared him chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him.

1  Kings  10:26 (Kingdom):  And  Solomon  gathered  together  chariots  and

horsemen: and he had a thousand and four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand

horsemen,  whom he  bestowed  in  the  cities  for  chariots,  and  with  the  king  at

Jerusalem.
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